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New Thought minister in the
Understanding Principles for
Better Living Church in Los
Angeles. She said the children
brought her out for the event.

“You have to do some-
thing,” said Reese before the
event. “You can’t sit back.
That doesn’t work. If my pres-
ence will in any way raise
some money so that some
child who has this terrible dis-
aster in their body is helped, I
must do that.”

Multiple Grammy-winning
singer Wilson was expected to
attend but her son, Kacey Den-
nis, a Hermosa Beach resident,
said she is still grieving over
the recent death of her hus-
band, the Rev. Wiley Burton.

Dennis, who is a
CPA, grew up in
Palos Verdes
and his family
has owned prop-
erty in Hermosa
Beach since the
late 1980s. Wil-
son is an hon-
orary spokes-
person for the
National Minor-
ity AIDS Coun-
cil and is very
active in raising
awareness in
A f r i c a n -
American com-
munities about
AIDS.

“This cause is
actually some-
thing that is
very important to her and I’m
not sure if you’ve seen the lat-
est statistics on AIDS in mi-
nority communities in the U.S.
but it’s staggering,” Dennis
said. “The percentage that the
black and Hispanic community
represents in terms of the over-
all AIDS/HIV rate is heavily
skewed so there’s a lot of work
to be done at the federal and
national level and in commu-

Welcome
Cafe artist’s
reception

An opening reception for
an art show featuring Kellie
Rountree Farajpour, Charles
Perera and Beverly Metcalf
will take place at C&D’s
Welcome Cafe, located at
1808 S. Pacific Coast High-
way in Redondo Beach, Fri-
day, Sept. 5, from 6 to
8 p.m.

Demonstrations featuring
the artists will also take
place at the Welcome Cafe,
Saturday, Sept. 13, from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

For more information,
call (310) 316-9270.

A “Bach’s Lunch”
organ recital by David
York, an organist at St.
Luke’s Episcopal Church
in Long Beach, will take
place at Trinity Lutheran
Church, located at 1340
11th Street in Manhattan
Beach, Friday, Sept. 5,
from 12:15 to 12:45 p.m.

Admission is free but
donations are appreciated.
Box lunches for $5 are
available after the recital.

For more information,
call (310) 937-7275.

Michael Stone, who is pro-
ducing Della Reese’s upcom-
ing tour, is pictured with Joy
Parris.
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nities and from our friends and
peers, mostly to protect wo-
men. If you protect women,
you protect the children, which
is what this evening is all
about.”

Lena Jones, the grand-
daughter of Lena Horne, was
also on hand to accept the
honor.

Karen Taylor, Hush Foun-
dation founder, president and
CEO, said the show was
“fabulous.”

“All of the performers did
an excellent job,” Taylor said.
“Everyone in attendance had a
wonderful time. We have re-
ceived calls from some of
them who said they enjoyed
the show and had a wonderful
time. We are looking forward
to our next event, which will
be a comedy show.”

For more information, visit
www.thehushfoundation.org.

Della Reese is pictured with 94.7 The WAVE (one of the spon-
sors of the event) on-air host and El Segundo resident Bill
Dudley at the ‘Night of Fashion by the Sea Benefit Concert’
last Saturday at the Hermosa Beach Playhouse.

(photo by Chris Miller)

Organ recital
at Trinity
Lutheran


